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that this is anything but a nicely tuned
Cobra—except for the blaring exhaust, the
heavy clutch, and this: Flatten the FR500’s
accelerator at 5 mph—invoking no
unseemly wheelspin whatsoever—and
you’ll be hurtling along at 60 mph within
4.8 seconds. Ask your neighbor to dupli-
cate that in his $154,429 Ferrari 360
Modena F1.

We weren’t on hand to witness it, but
during development at Grattan, Ford
reports that the FR500 was three seconds
quicker per lap than a stock Cobra and
repeatedly within 0.2 second of a Cor-
vette’s most earnest endeavors.

What we can confirm is the FR500’s
behavior at DaimlerChrysler’s proving
ground: To 60 mph, it is 1.0 second
quicker than a stock Cobra and 0.3 second
quicker than a Corvette hardtop. Through
the quarter-mile, it beats the Corvette by
0.2 second and eventually hits 150 mph
1.5 seconds sooner. In fact, our only track-
side complaint concerned the FR500’s
brakes, whose stock ABS circuitry had
never been informed of the fatter tires and
wheels. The result: a 185-foot stop from
70 mph, same as in a stock Cobra.

Ford’s engineers are still noodling over
what prices they’ll attach to the FR500’s
pieces, but Davis estimates that the car
depicted here might coincidentally match
the $54,000 asking price of a Cobra R.
That’s a pile o’ cash, but several Ford execs
have nonetheless expressed interest in this
Mustang’s unique engine and wheelbase
extension, two upgrades that could con-
ceivably enliven a limited-production

model when the Mustang undergoes a
major freshening in 2002. In the nearer
term, it is likely that the best of the
Mustang tuners—Saleen, Steeda, and
Kenny Brown—will be the first to fiddle
with the parts enumerated above, fash-
ioning their own rocket-sled Mustangs and,
in the process, we hope, abandoning their
current predilection for supercharging.

Although the FR500 can outhandle and
outaccelerate a Corvette, it costs about
$14,000 more. And a Corvette, of course,
is delivered with a warranty, better
prospects for resale, and no assembly
required. Justifying this $54,000 pony car
may thus require not only sedatives but
also a bank manager who’s your brother.

What’s more pertinent is this: Current
Mustangs are, by even mid-’90s standards,
fairly primitive conventions. That Ford
Racing could so dramatically increase the

car’s athleticism without degrading its
day-to-day tail-wagging streetability is one
of those feats that lengthen life spans. In
this case, the Mustang’s. Would it surprise
anyone if the FR500 became the next-gen-
eration Cobra?

“Course, most guys will probably just
buy the engine parts, rather than the whole
package,” reminds Ford Racing’s dealer
channel sales manager, Tom Berkery. “But
building even that would give you a sense
of accomplishment, which Corvette buyers
don’t get. And if the guy leaves his
Mustang looking stock, well, he could just
annihilate street racers from here to . . .”
Berkery’s voice trails off, then he adds
softly, “Not that we’re promoting street
racing or anything.”

Which, of course, makes it slightly
tricky to explain the FR500’s 200-mph
speedometer.

FORD MUSTANG FR500
Vehicle type: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 2+2-pas-

senger, 2-door coupe

Estimated base price: $54,000

Major standard accessories: power steering,
windows, seats, and locks; A/C; cruise control; tilting steering
wheel; rear defroster

Sound system: JBL AM/FM-stereo radio/CD player, 7
speakers

ENGINE
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . V-8, aluminum block and heads
Bore x stroke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.70 x 3.54 in, 94.0 x 90.0mm
Displacement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .305 cu in, 4997cc
Compression ratio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.9:1
Engine-control system  . . . .Ford EEC-V with port fuel injection
Emissions controls  . . . . . . .3-way catalytic converter, feedback 

air-fuel-ratio control, EGR
Valve gear  . . . . . .chain-driven double overhead cams, 4 valves 

per cylinder, hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .415 bhp @ 6800 rpm
Torque (SAE net)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .365 lb-ft @ 4200 rpm
Redline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7000 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-speed manual
Final-drive ratio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.10:1, limited slip

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Wheelbase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .106.3 in
Track, F/R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61.0/60.8 in
Length  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .183.5 in
Width  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73.1 in
Height  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52.2 in
Frontal area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22.9 sq ft
Ground clearance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.4 in
Curb weight  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3587 lb

Weight distribution, F/R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50.1/49.9%
Fuel capacity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.7 gal
Oil capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.0 qt
Water capacity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.3 qt

CHASSIS/BODY
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .unit construction
Body material  . . . . . . .welded steel stampings and carbon fiber

INTERIOR
SAE volume, front seat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 cu ft

rear seat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32 cu ft
luggage space  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11 cu ft

Front seats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .bucket
Restraint systems, front  . . . . . .manual 3-point belts, driver and 

passenger airbags
rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .manual 3-point belts

SUSPENSION
F: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ind, unequal-length control arms, coil springs, 

anti-roll bar
R:  . . . .ind, unequal-length control arms with a toe-control link, 

coil springs, anti-roll bar

STEERING
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rack-and-pinion, power-assisted
Turns lock-to-lock  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.4
Turning circle curb-to-curb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38.3 ft

BRAKES
F:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14.0 x 1.3-in vented and cross-drilled disc
R:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13.0 x 1.1-in vented disc
Power assist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .vacuum with anti-lock control

WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheel size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .F: 9.0 x 18 in, R: 10.0 x 18 in
Wheel type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .cast aluminum
Tires  . . .BFGoodrich g-Force T/A KD; F: 265/35ZR-18 93Y, 

R: 295/35ZR-18 99Y

C / D TEST RESULTS
ACCELERATION Seconds
Zero to 30 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.9

40 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.6
50 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.5
60 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.5
70 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.9
80 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.2
90 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.8

100 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.9
110 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13.1
120 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.4
130 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19.2
140 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23.4
150 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28.9

Street start, 5–60 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.8
Top-gear acceleration, 30–50 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.3

50–70 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.0
Standing 1/4-mile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13.0 sec @ 110 mph
Top speed (redline limited)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .168 mph

BRAKING
70–0 mph @ impending lockup  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .185 ft
Fade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .none light moderate heavy

HANDLING
Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.94 g
Understeer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .minimal moderate excessive

PROJECTED FUEL ECONOMY
EPA city driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 mpg
EPA highway driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23 mpg

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
Idle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64 dBA
Full-throttle acceleration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87 dBA
70-mph cruising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80 dBA
70-mph coasting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 dBA


