2003 Ford SVT Mustang Cobra 10th
Anniversary Edition: Old Enough To Go Better
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ﬁ ge, it has been said, is only a

number. In that vein, we present

the following numbers: 10, 390,
32,6,4.6,12.9,159, and 1495.

All of these pertain in one way or
another to the 2003 Ford SVT Mustang
Cobra with the 10th Anniversary Pack-
age, and we’ll sort them out for you by
and by. We bring up the matter of age
because it seems everyone does when
discussing the current Mustang. It’s hard
enough to ignore that Ford’s pony is get-
ting to be an old, gray mare when you
consider its basic platform dates back to
1979. Further driving home the point is
the fact that Ford has a top-to-bottom
new Mustang due out in the fall as a 2005
model, and everybody knows it. The con-
cept car that presaged the next-genera-
tion Mustang stirred auto show visitors
and the automotive press during 2003.

It probably didn't help quiet the age
talk one bit to have Ford hang an anniver-
sary package on the car that called atten-
tion to the passage of years. But in the
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case of the ‘03 Cobra, there was a good
reason for celebrating the staying power
of Dearborn’s hardy perennial. The anni-
versary dress-up package that was
applied to a limited number of Cobras
commemorated the first decade of fort-
ified Fords prepared by the division’s
Special Vehicle Team (SVT).

The SVT was created in 1991 with the
mission to “polish the Ford oval” by cre-
ating specialized “halo” vehicles for
enthusiast drivers. The group had its
coming-out party at the 1992 Chicago
Auto Show when it unveiled the first two
products it would offer for the ‘93 model
year: the F-150 Lightning pickup truck
and the Mustang Cobra (CA, August
1992). Thus, the clock started running
toward the 10-year anniversary.

Since then, the team of engineers,
product planners, and marketers has put
its distinctive stamp on several Ford
vehicles. Now headed by John Coletti, a
former Mustang chief engineer who took
over as SVT director in 1994, the group

has seen total sales of its products top
the 100,000 mark. But judging by its per-
sistence in the SVT lineup, it seems the
Mustang is the team’s favorite vehicle to
modify.

Following that first Cobra in "93, SVT
has issued a vitamin-enriched street
ponycar in all but the 2000 and 2002
model years. (There have been three rac-
ing-oriented Cobra Rs, too.) Only one of
the absences was planned, by the way.
In 1999, SVT had to weather a bit of
embarrassment over the “missing horse-
power” affair, in which some owners
complained their supposedly 320-bhp
serpents seemed to lack venom. It turned
out they were right, thanks to faulty
intake parts. SVT cancelled the 2000
Cobra while it resolved the problem and
repaired the affected "99s. The second
gap in Cobra production was deliberate
because SVT wanted to clear the decks
for the early release of a Mustang it be-
lieved would be one trick pony.

The 2003 Cobra came bounding out of
the gate with a powertrain designed to
top anything ever put in a factory-stock
Mustang. Newly bestowed with an inter-
cooled Eaton Roots-type supercharger,
the 32-valve 4.6-liter V-8 was rated at 390
bhp at 6000 rpm. These were late-Sixties
kinds of figures, but back then, they rep-
resented gross horsepower generated by
400-plus-cid big blocks, not the more-
restrictive net horsepower wrung from
just 281 cubic inches in the modern-
day V-8. The twin overhead camshafts
spun through aluminum cylinder heads
mounted on a cast-iron block. A forged-
steel crankshaft linked up to forged
“H-beam” connecting rods and forged
pistons. Torque was rated at a peak 390
pound-feet at 3500 rpm.

The Cobra mill was backed up by
another new item, a TTC T-56 six-speed
gearbox with overdrive ratios in the top
two gears. From it, an aluminum drive-
shaft ran back to a 3.55:1 final-drive gear.

Together, they made the ‘03 SVT
Mustang a memorable stoplight steed.
“Cobra’s supercharged thrust is spine-
compressing and virtually lag-free,” said
our compatriots at Consumer Guide®. In
a side-by-side speed comparison of 10
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