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The ’03 Cobra isn’t too bad on the road,
either. The copious torque provides effort-
less passing acceleration, even in the
hugely overdriven sixth gear. A downshift
jams slower vehicles deep into the right-
side mirror with an exciting roar from the
exhaust—also, it has to be said, with a
food-blender-like whine from the blower.

Road trips are also made pleasant by
the unique leather furniture, which has
suede inserts and Cobra insignia, and by
the white-face instrumentation, which is
electroluminescent and very evenly lit. The
usual Fox-platform ergonomics prevail,
but the shifter moves smoothly, the metal-
trimmed clutch and brake pedals operate
with a clear sense of engagement, and the
steering provides better path control than
that of earlier Mustangs.

There’s a more mature look to the exte-
rior, too. A vented hood and tidy new fascia
update the front end while retaining the
trademark Cobra round fog lights. Clean
rocker-panel sills connect the wheel arches,

and the only questionable aesthetic touchis a stubby tail spoiler that squats on the
decklid like a high-level bumper. But the

rear diffuser looks authentic, and the Cobra

logotype is embossed in the rear bumper
molding, where owners have said they want
to see it. Apparently, Cobra owners want
everyone to notice that their cars are Cobras
and not just cooking Mustangs. 

Lucky for them the identity of the 2003
Cobra is so clearly expressed in its styling

and insignia. Luckier yet, the car meets its
Cobra responsibilities with lots of power
and great, usable handling. 

What else can we say? The 2003 Cobra
strikes back. At less than 35 grand, the ’03
Cobra just about renders all those Mustang
tuners obsolete. They must hate that.      
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*Base price includes freight, any performance options, and all applicable luxury and gas-guzzler taxes.

C/D TEST RESULTS
ACCELERATION Seconds
Zero to 30 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.9

40 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.7
50 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.6
60 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.5
70 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.7
80 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.1
90 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.7

100 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.4
110 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.7
120 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.3
130 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18.5
140 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23.9
150 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30.5

Street start, 5–60 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.9
Top-gear acceleration, 30–50 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.2

50–70 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.6
Standing 1/4-mile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.9 sec @ 111 mph
Top speed (governor limited) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .155 mph

BRAKING
70–0 mph @ impending lockup  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .182 ft
Fade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .none light moderate heavy

HANDLING
Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.90 g
Understeer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .minimal moderate excessive

PROJECTED FUEL ECONOMY
EPA city driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 mpg
EPA highway driving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23 mpg
C/D-observed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13 mpg

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
Idle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48 dBA
Full-throttle acceleration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82 dBA
70-mph cruising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 dBA
70-mph coasting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 dBA

2003 FORD SVT MUSTANG COBRA
Vehicle type: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 2+2-pas-

senger, 2-door coupe

Price as tested: $35,345

Price and option breakdown: base Ford SVT
Mustang Cobra (includes $600 freight), $34,750; polished alu-
minum wheels, $595

Major standard accessories: power steering,
windows, seats, and locks; A/C; cruise control; tilting steering
wheel; rear defroster

Sound system: Ford/Mach AM/FM-stereo radio/CD
changer, 6 speakers

ENGINE
Type  . . . . . . .supercharged and intercooled V-8, iron block and 

aluminum heads
Bore x stroke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.55 x 3.54 in, 90.2 x 90.0mm
Displacement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .281 cu in, 4601cc
Compression ratio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.5:1
Engine-control system  . . . .Ford EEC-V with port fuel injection
Emissions controls  . . . . . . .3-way catalytic converter, feedback 

air-fuel-ratio control, EGR
Supercharger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eaton M112, Roots type
Maximum boost pressure  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.0 psi
Valve gear  . . . . . .chain-driven double overhead cams, 4 valves 

per cylinder, hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .390 bhp @ 6000 rpm
Torque (SAE net)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .390 lb-ft @ 3500 rpm
Redline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6500 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-speed manual
Final-drive ratio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.55:1, limited slip
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
I 2.66 7.8 51 mph (6500 rpm)
II 1.78 11.6 76 mph (6500 rpm)
III 1.30 15.9 104 mph (6500 rpm)
IV 1.00 20.7 135 mph (6500 rpm)
V 0.80 25.9 155 mph (6000 rpm)
VI 0.63 32.9 155 mph (4700 rpm)

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Wheelbase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .101.3 in
Track, F/R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60.3/60.3 in
Length  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .183.5 in
Width  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73.1 in

Height  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52.5 in
Ground clearance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.3 in
Curb weight  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3738 lb
Weight distribution, F/R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56.6/43.4%
Fuel capacity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.7 gal
Oil capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.0 qt
Water capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.1 qt

CHASSIS/BODY
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .unit construction
Body material  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .welded steel stampings

INTERIOR
SAE volume, front seat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49 cu ft

rear seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32 cu ft
luggage space  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11 cu ft

Front seats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .bucket
Seat adjustments  . . . . . . . .fore and aft, seatback angle, height, 

lumbar, and lateral support
Restraint systems, front  . . . . . .manual 3-point belts, driver and 

passenger airbags
rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .manual 3-point belts

General comfort  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .poor fair good excellent
Fore-and-aft support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .poor fair good excellent
Lateral support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .poor fair good excellent

SUSPENSION
F:  . . . . . . . . . . . .ind, strut located by a control arm, coil springs, 

anti-roll bar
R:  . . . .ind, unequal-length control arms with a toe-control link, 

coil springs, anti-roll bar

STEERING
Type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rack-and-pinion, power-assisted
Turns lock-to-lock  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.5
Turning circle curb-to-curb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37.9 ft

BRAKES
F:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13.0 x 1.1-in vented disc
R:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.7 x 0.7-in vented disc
Power assist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .hydraulic with anti-lock control

WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheel size  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.0 x 17 in
Wheel type  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .cast aluminum
Tires . . . . . . . . . .Goodyear Eagle F1 GS, P275/40ZR-17 98W
Test inflation pressures, F/R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32/32 psi


